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THE AMERICAN.

WASHINGTON, OCTOBER 21, 1857.
Curiosities of Literature.

The following extracts from letters under the
sign manual of Mr. Buchanan, disclose the emi-
nent consistency of this distinguished head of the
great National Democratic party. That which
Mr, Buchanan firmly meintained to be orthodox
in 1848 and 1808, it strikes him with smazement
in 1857 to find that auy one should venture to
nssert:

JAMES BUCHANAN IN 1848,

“Having urged the adoption of the Missouri
Compromise, the inferecce ia irresistible, that
Con, in my opinion, possesses power to legis-
mesul‘;:'i. the subject of slavery in the Territories.”

| Buohanan's to Sandford.
JAMES BUCHANAN IN 1866.

* This lugil'limnn—-lbo Kansas and Nebrasks
bill—is founded on principles as free ernment
itgelf, and in lcnmtﬂm"lﬂl!hnm, hsEc:‘irmply de-
clared that the people of a Territory, like those of
a State, shall decide for themselves whether
slavery shall notexist within the limits."— Accepta-
tion of nomination for the Presidency.

PRESIDENT BUCHANAN IN 1867,

“ Slavery existed at that period [when the Kan-
sas and Nebraska bill was passed] and still exists in
Kansss under the Congtitution of the United States.
This point has at last been decided by the high-
est tribunal known to our laws. How it could
ever have been seriously doubted, is a mystery.
If & confederation of soverign Btates acquire a new
territory at the expense of their common blood
and treasure, surely one set of the parties can have
no right to exclude the other from its engage-
ment, by prohibiting them from taking into it what-
ever is recognised to be property by a common
Constitution,"— Letter to Silliman.

AGENTS FOR THE AMERICAN.
For First, Second, Third and Fourth Wards, Henry
Johngon, residence 409 K street.
For Georgetown, (The Embodyment.)
For Sixth Ward, John Little.

For Fifth and Seventh Wards, Morrmuer Suart-
'wot?%, No. 374, North Capitol street, between B
and C.

Hexey Bover, Agent for Alexandria,

AMERICANS,

You are expected to gather together on Thurs-
day evening, at your social confabs.

It is heart-warming in these dull times to meet
each other and interchange friendly grectings, A
distinguished and eloquent Amevican, from a
Southern State, is in the city, and it is hoped will
be preseut.

{SF™ As the National Intelligencer has published
several columus- of slanderous and wuntruthful
statements, which they copied from that newtral
paper, the Baltimore Sun, in regard to the late
Baltimore election and the disturbances in that
city, we wonder whether it will give a place in
its columna to the noble address of Mr. Swann, to
the citizens of Baltimore.

Mr. Bwann has been a subscriber to the Intelli-
gencer for more than twenty years, aud yet, we
doubt if this measure of justice will be meted to
him.

1~ We are authorized to announce William J.
Blackiston, of St. Mary's county, as a cadidate for
the suffrages of the freemen of the Sixth Congres-
sional District, of the State of Maryland, at the
approaching election, which is to be holden on
the 4th day of Nevember next.

Mr. Blackiston has always been an Old Line
Whig, and ns there are now three candidates in
the field, viz: Gen, Thomas F, Bowie, Marcus
Duvall, Esq., and Mr. Blackiston, we would
greatly prefer the election of the latter ; and we ad-
vies the American party to give him their influence
and their votes. The time is short, but much may
yet be accomplished.

{3 The Richmoud Ewnquirer, in announcing
the election of James B. Clay to Congress, from
the Ashland district of Kentucky, says:

‘‘May he be as distinguished for his services to

EXTRAORDINARY DOINGS. .

Few people are aware of the proscription going
op at the Navy Yard in this city, smong the ls-
borers in, and the masters or bead men of the
several workshops. We understand that ten of
the latter have been, dismissed and others substi.
tuted in their places. Those dismissed are, with-
out exception, first rate workmen, men of good
character, sober, attentive, and fuithful, and most
of them have had long experience in their posi-
tions; while some, ut least, of those appointed in
their places, are not good workmen, are incompe-
tent to perform the duties performed by their
predecessors, aud, in consequence of their incapa-
city, have had to have assistants appointed to do
what belongs to them to do.
But these men are put there to do the dirty
work of discharging those lieretofore employed in
the shops, and employing others, of diferent
politics and religion, in theirplaces, The heads of
shops who have been dismissed scorned to ask a
man what were his politics or religion; with these
they thought they had nothing to do; that all
they should know was, whether the individual to
be employed was a good workman and a steady,
sober man: This, however, did not suit the head
men of the Plunder Party, and so they and those
under them were to be sent adrift for more faith-
ful tools, even though they might be poor work-
men,

This course has been strenuously and vehem-
ently opposed by the officers of the navy, who
have protested against making the Navy Yards
the hot bds of politics, and especially of discharg-
ing good, faithful, and experienced workmen, for
worlhless and graceless scamps. But their wishes
snd protestations have been disregarded, or
rather weighed nothing in comparison with the
demnandy of the Jackson and other Locofoco clubs
of this city. The work of proscription gees
bravely on, almost daily, in the Yard.

One of the extraordinary features of this pro-
seription is, that when one of the newly appointed
masters of a particular branch of work was ap-
pealed to by those he was removing, his reply
was that he must do as directed by the committee
that procured his appointment! and when asked
by a superior officer whether he said this, he ad-
mitted that he did, whereupon the superior
ordered him to continue the men in employment,
saying tbat he would let him know that the busi-
ness of the Yard was not to be controlled by a
political committee.

It turns out, however, that this political com-
mitttee do control the business of the Yard, for
we are informed that upon their waiting upon
somcbody at headquarters, an orRpER was issued
to thie superior officer not to interfere with the
dismiasal or selection of the workmen! thus mak-
ing the subordinates in the Yard, who are the
mere tools of the said committee, superior to and
independent of the Commander of the Yard!!

This is a pretty state of things, truly! In the
name of WasHixgron, what next?

WHAT IS THE MATTERt

In all times of national tribulation, when the
business affairs of the whole country are disturbed
and thrown into confusion; when commerce is
suddenly checked-and bLrought almost to a com-
plete stand—still, when the channels of trade are
blocked up so that one section of the country can-
not obtain from another section what it needs in
exchange for that which others need, and are
suffering for; when merchants in the full tide
of successful business, and not only solvent,
but absolutely rich, are made suddenly bank-
rupts, though ‘only so in name; when banks with
more specie in their vaults than bills in cireulation,
are compelled to suspend specie payments; and
when farmers, whose barns are groaning with the
abundance of the fruits of the earth poured into
their laps by a bountiful Providence, are unable
to send off their over-supply to those who must

the Democracy as was his gallant, eloquent and
illostrious father for the ability and zeal with
which he contended against it.”

We know of nothing cither in history or fiction
parable in m to the courting of J. B,
Clsy, by the Plander Party, and his suffering him-
sell to be won by them, save the courtship of
Lady dnne, by Richard Third, or Elizabeth,
Queen of Edward Fourth, consenting to bestow
her daughter upon the monster, who had mur-
dered her two sons, the same hideous Richard.

A HARD LOT.

Like all other parties and bodies of men, espe-
cially the Whig party, the American party has
had the misfortune to have in its folds men who

.weve unable to withstand temptation, and whose
fidelity and love of principle gave way before the
glitter of thirty pieces of silver, and the corrusca-
tions which gathered around the hope of being
numbered among that blessed company who were
to receive ‘‘the spoils of office” aud * public
plunder” won by the * victors” in a presidential
contest.

.Bome of these have been already made heart-
sick by '* hope deferred,” and we fenr are destined
to see their hopes still longer, if not indefinitely,
deferred ; einee a prominent member of the Cabi-
-t has declared that *““ he bated the Americans
woise than ever, (though they were the meuns of
2is holding his present post) and that not one who
oelonged, or had cver belonged to that party
should, with his consent, hold office under the
present administration.”

We have a tender regard for these unfortunate
patriots, but really must say to them, “ you are
very handsome, gentlemen, but as you chose to go
out, you can’t come in,” We want none but such
as can stand fire, wind, water, thunder, lightning,
hail, sleet, snow and starvation.

The Masoxic Biux,.—The polite triek of placing
the thumb to the nose, and then performing certain
funcy gyrations, is older than many pergons suppose,
In & book published in 18186, oceurs u passage of
which the following is a trauslation :

"A faleoner in Paris seized a stick to bent hie
servant, who had offended him. This not being to
the servant's mind he fled, plunged in the Seine
and swam across,  'When half way acrons he lume-i
around in the water, and putting his thumli to his
cheek moved his hand like a wig and made grim-
aces at his master,”

The above is clipped from an exchange. But

_the gyration in question was known long before
1816. In Hogarth's engraving of the Election, a
man in represented with his thumb to his nove,

coffee-grinding” away, while in Rabelais, there is

& most claborate description not only of the mo-
tion in question, but of many more resembling it.

—_—
‘A Bav Avraim—A lamentable i
curred at Loeds, in Northampton, p.,‘?::,fa;;::
day evening. Mr. Alexander Berry and his wifi
were gitting at a table while he was ut work over
a Joaded pistol, when it suddenly exploded, send.
ing the bail through the right breast of Mrs. B
to the shoulder blade, where it lodged. She wa,
living at last accounts, though but litdle hope was
entertained of ber recovery,
Better let pistols alone; there are oo many of
them, and we have too much to do with them.

Oolt’s revolver is the | rentest curse ever invented,
e ———— .

*In Oincinnati, of some twenty-five thousand
W- in elothing establishments, fully ::e.
have been discharged.

country like ours, and comes upon us suddenly,
in the twinkling of an eye,—there must be some-
thing wrong somewhere, and it “'is the duty of
statesmen and such as are familiar with commer-
cial and financial subjects—in other words, Politi-
cal Economy,—to endeavor to discover and point
out the cause or causes of the evils, that the pro-
per ramedy may be applied.

This has been done to some extent by the lead-
ing newspapers of the country and by men emi-
nent for ability and experience in such matters,
We have now before us u speech delivered in
Fanueil Hall, Boston, on Thursday last, by N. P.

Banks, late Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives of the United States, a member of the 86th
Congress eloct, and a candidate for Governor of
Massachus. ' ta,

The views taken by Mr. Banks of the causes of
the presen. monetary revulsion and embarrass-
ment, whether correct or incorrect, are those of a
statesman, snd show that he has given the subject
deep thought; and as he is a man of no little
eminence in the Union; one whose name is
familiar to all parties and all sections, as well as &
man of undoubted ability, we deem it proper to
present our readers with a portion of his speech.

The subject as presented by him will claim and
receive the attention of the next Congress, and it
is well for members to come prepared to discuss and
act upon the matter. The policy established for
the country by the tariff of 1848, partially changed
at the last acasion of Congress, must be farther
changed, #o a8 to give that incidéntal protection
and nourishment to somé of our own industrial
pursuits which they need, to enable them to meet
the products of other countries in a common mar-
ket upon an oqual footing.

Mr. Banks speaks in terms of praise of the free-
trade policy of Great Britain: this is more nomi-
nal than real, She takes care that all such arti-
cles as her manufacturers require, shall come in
free of duty; but she allows no injurious competi-
tion in her own porta with them. They have had
the fostering care of a parental and sagacious gov-
ernment for hundreds of yeare, until their great
skill and accumulated capital have made them
strong enough to protect themselves against all
others. Thus entrenched, they can well afford to
adopt the policy of free-tinde, from which they
bave nothing to fear, and to urge it upon other

nations less able to stand up against the compeoti-
tion of the world,

THRIR TACTICS.
The practice of the Democratic Plunder Party
has always been to defame those whom they could

whom they could reach by no other or nobler
weapons. . Pursuing this policy, they hurled the
shafls of calomny and falsehood for years at
Hexny Cray. There was nothing too bad to be
suid of him, and in 1844 their papers toemed with
mistepresentations and falsehoods, which the fathor
of lies would have been ushamed to have boen
con-idered the author of. The Whig party, too
#as denounced and maligned as * British W.l,'l'
"' Federal Whigs,” “ Bank-bou . ht Whigs,” “ Tory
Whigs,” &c., &c.; and by the e of such wea-
pons, Mr. Clay aud the Whig party were defonted
in 1844, by those who mow turn round, and with

supper without it,—when all this takes place in a g

not defeat, and to villify and misrepresent those |,

a8 wuch meanness snd hypoericy ss they then
maoifested -d.g:sy,.‘r. ?n.{

patriotic ! heir m use o
them without sting or truth,
Euowing that thay were 8 in Balti-

more, formerly a Democratio eity, the press of
the couniry whose existence dépends upon the

plunder dealt out to them from day t0 dey, have

systematically assailed and misrepresented that

city, endeavoring to raise such a prejudice against

it a8 seriously to effect its prosperity, In this at-

tempt they have thus far failed; but since the

election there they seem to be animated by a new

and increased desire to malign her, and to throw

upon the 4mericans all the odium, which they

well know belongs to their own tign allies, in

regard to the riots and bloodshed on the day of
election. They are now playing the same game

of fulsehood and wilfu| misrepresentation that they

played in regard to the murderous seenes of
“ Bloody Monday " in this city; when peaceable,

unoffending citizens, mere lookers-ou, were ruth:
lessly shot down by foreigmers in the uniform of
American Marines ;—(and from that day to thisno
inquiries made by the legal authorites how these
persons thus killed came to their death;)—the
same game of misrepresentation as they played in
regard to the violence and riots at Liouisville, and
also in regard to like scenes at New Orleans, No
matter how many Americans may be murdered by
their miscreant foreign allies ; no matter what as.
saults they may commit, what outrages perpetrate,
if the suthorities attempt to put a stop to their
murderous or riotous proceedings, they, and not
the rioters and ruffians, are charged by the ad-
ministration,—living upon plunder, a8 we have
before said,—as being the authors of all the bloed-
shed,—the Union, as the organ of the adminis-
tration, leading the way. Whosoever partakea of
the public plunder, must do his share of defaming
Americans, whether he be Editor or office holder,
or else incur the high displeasure of those who
shake the crumbs from Uncle Sam's table. That
way favor lies, and ro other.

It is useless, therefore, to exhibit the truth to
these administration papers; {ruth is not what
they desire, not what suita their purpose ; misrep~
resent and clamor they will, for it is their voea-
tion.

MASSACHUSETTS CONSERVATISM,

We rejoice to perceive that there fs some com-
mon sense and consideratien still left in * the Old
Bay Btate,” where all has appeared to be confu-
sion, phrenzy, and fanaticism.

We learn by the Boston papers that & meeting
was held at Faneuil Hall on Friday evening last,
composed chiefly of those who do not fully concur
in sentiment with either of the four organized
partiea already in the field with their candidates
in that State, namely: the dmerican, the Banks,
the Straight-Republican, and the Democratic par-
ties.

At this meeting was read a letter from Mr. Win-
throp, which commends itself to the heart and
head of every truly national man, and the spirit of
which we most earnestly desire to sed animating
the bosoms of the entire people of the Union,

In full accord with the sentiments of this letter,
is the tone of speech made by Mr. Hilliard at the
meeting. Buch sentimenta do honor to those who

MASSACHUSETTS.
The Straight Republicans of Massachusetts have

They do vot expect to elect their candidates, but
think it best to vote for men who represent their
principles even though they cannot elect them.—
They avow themselves to be thoroughly anti-
slavery, and desirous to organize and maintain
their party upon that issue nolely. In their ad-
dress they express no less hostility to what they
are pleased to call the Know Nothings than they
do to the slaveliolders, and appear to be as inimi.
cal to the American party as Mr. Bochanan and
his Oabinet are. As the two agres so well in
their opposition to Americaniem, we do not see
why they may not be very good fHends, and act

together.
“If it is expected,” says the address of the

finally nominated a State ticket for Governor, &e. | policy
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